A lovely young woman,1 tall, fair-haired, sheathed in a
creation by a great dressmaker, stood erect and motionless
inside it. The ascending movement elongated her silhouette
until it vanished in the upper floors, while Michaud paused
a moment to inhale a waft of costly perfume. For an
instant he was assailed by a longing for a life of gay and
brilliant prodigality and dreamed of an existence, impervious
to war, in the wake of this beautiful creature. However, he
promptly recovered himself, thought with something like
affection of the troubles, worries, and risks of his own life,
and felt quite touched to realize that the warm atmosphere at
home possibly owed much to money troubles. He climbed
up several storeys, arrived rather breathless but quite good-
tempered at the fifth floor, where he rang a bell.

c My dear, Fm delighted to see you, I was thinking about
you only ten minutes ago.'

Madame Lebon welcomed Michaud in an attractive and
rather vibrant voice, with a lilt in it that came from some-
where between the Danube and the Carpathians. She was a
small woman of about thirty, with black eyes and black and
faintly oily hair which hung down in stiff and shining tresses
and gave her the aspect of a typical lady of Montparnasse,
anno 1925. From the pocket of her voluminous fur coat,
which enveloped her to the ankles, she produced a purse
and extracted a cigarette-end from between a fold of the
lining.

'Why didn't you come to see me on Thursday, Pierre
Michaud ? Some friends they came. I like if you know them.
I am so glad to have you against me, Pierre.'

1 On a day in December the beautiful young woman met, in a shop on
the Champs-Elysees, an important official in the French Gestapo, who
proposed sleeping with her. He was refused, whereupon he had her arrested
and taken to a case-house, where he viokted her, and stripped her of her
jewels. After a fortnight, he handed her on to his subordinates, and after a
month, had her killed. The corpse was thrown into the Seine, after being cut
up into small pieces for convenience of transport.